Within the scope of a research project on decapod crustaceans in Montenegrin aquatic ecosystems, a population of white-clawed crayfish of the Austropotamobius pallipes/italicus species complex has been recorded for the first time. Based on an analysis of morphometric and genetic parameters, it has been established that Austropotamobius italicus (Faxon, 1914) and its subspecies meridionalis are distributed in Dalmatia and in the central and southern parts of the Apennine Peninsula. The new finding represents: (1) extension of the known range of the species complex A. pallipes/italicus on the Balkan Peninsula, and (2) determining the limits of the distribution and of this isolated population of that complex. The ascertained characteristics of the white-clawed crayfish's newly discovered population in Montenegro are significant from the viewpoint of global conservation of the species in question.
INTRODUCTION
Apart from being primarily focused on conservation planning, the Astacidea Conservation Project in the region of Montenegro has also been aimed at filling the existing gap in our knowledge of the family Astacidae in this part of Europe, in order to further complete the picture of regional crustacean diversity and distribution. With the exception of the reports by Karaman (1961) and Simić et al. (2008) , crayfish in this area have not been examined in detail. In contrast, numerous data on the biology and ecology of the Astacidae are available from other parts of Europe, in particular on the complex formed by Austropotamobius pallipes (Lereboullet, 1858)/Austropotamobius italicus (Faxon, 1914), herein further referred to as the Austropotamobius pallipes/italicus species complex.
For the purposes of the present study, particularly important literature is found in those reports that deal with taxonomy and phylogeny, and which indirectly indicate major conservation problems (Karaman, 1961 (Karaman, , 1962 (Karaman, , 1963 The results of the present paper present an extension of the research hitherto reported, since a new population of a white-clawed crayfish from the Austropotamobius pallipes/italicus species complex has been found in the middle and lower courses of the Zeta River in the Montenegrin region. The discovery of this population means an extension of the known range of the species complex, which also constitutes a significant fact in the conservation programme of this globally endangered species of Astacidae.
